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CITY ORDINANCE 09-001

TITLE:
ORDINANCE ADOPTING SUSTAINABLE GREEN BUILDING
STANDARS FOR CITY-OWNED BUILDINGS AND MUNICIPAL
PROJÈCTS IN THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY

WHEREA.S,the City of Jersey City desires to promote sustainable green building standards in
accordance with U.S. Green Building Coúncil(USGBC)Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEEO(R) guidelines; and

WHEREAS, the City ofJerseyCityintendsthat sustanable green building practices will require
resource conservation, reduce waste generated by constrction projects, increase energy efficiency
and prómotethe health and productivity of residents, workers and visitors to the City; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jersey City has determined that it is in the best interest of the City of Jersey
City to enact an Ordinance stating that it shall be the policy of the City to undertake construction
projects which incorporate the LEED(R Rating System and to adopt and implement LEED(R for
~xisting Buildings Standards

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Mayor to establish green building standards and propose them to
the Municipal Council of the City of Jersey City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Municipal Council of the City of Jersey Citythat: .
Green BuildingInitiative for Municipal Projects.

1. Definitions

"USGBC" is hereby defined as the U.S. Green Building Council, a non-profit organzation
located at 1015 18th Street, N.W., Suite 508, Washington, DC 20036.

"LEED(R Standards" are hereby defined as the "Leadership in Energy & Environmental
Design" stadards and guidelines, as amended and supplemented by USGBC, which are on
fie with the Offce of the City Clerk of the City of Jersey City.

"LEED(R Accredited Professional" means a person who has been designated a LEED(R
accredited professional by the Green Building Certification Institute.

"Construction" is defined as the erection of a new pricipal or accessory building or
strctue on a lot or propert; alterations and the act of creating an addition to an existing

building.
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"Building" is defined as a structure built, erected and framed of component strctual pars,
designed for the housing, shelter, enclosure and support of individuals, animals, or propert
of any kind.

"Structure" is defined as that which is built or constrcted, an edifice or building of any
kind, or any piece of work arificially built or composed of pars joined together in some
definite maner and permanently attched to the ground.

"Municipal Project" or "Project" means constrction of New Buildings owned by the City
of Jersey City, renovations to buildings owned by the City of Jersey City, or construction or
renovation of other buildings fuded more than 50% by the City of Jersey City, where cost of
such constrction or renovation meets or exceeds one-milion dollars ($1,000,000), as

calculated on the date of enactment of ths ordinance and as indexed for infation using the
Construction Consumer Price Index, as reported by Engineenng News Record.

"New Building" means any Building not previously ~rected pnor to construction.

"Green :Building" means the design, constrction, and operation of Buildings that mitigates
the environmenta, economic, and social impact of buildings.

"Historic Building" means a Building that is listed in or formally determed eligible for the
National Register ofHistonc Places, theN ew Jersey Register ofHistonc Places, Buildings in
Histonc Distrcts, or Buildings identified in an adopted historic resources surey as eligible
for designation.

"Renovation" means any rehabilitation, repair, remodeling, change, addition or modification
to an Existing Building.

"LEED(R-NC Certifed Rating" means that a Building or other Project that has eared 26-
32 points as such points as defined in the LEED(R Stadard entitled "LEED(R for New
Constrction & Major Renovations" as amended and supplemented, and has satisfied all
prerequisites as specified therein, thus meeting a "Certified Leve1."

"LEED(R-NC Silver Rating" means that a Building or other Project that has eared 33-38
points as such points as defined in the LEED(R Stada.d entitled. "LEED(R for New
Constrction & Major Renovations" as amended and supplemented, and has satisfied all
prerequisites as specified therein, thus meeting a "Silver Leve1."

"LEED(R-EB Gold Rating" means that a building or other project that has eared 39-51
points as such points as defined in the LEED(R Stadad entitled "LEED(R for Existing
Buildings" as amended and supplemented, and has satisfied all prerequisites as specified
therein, thus meeting a "Gold Leve1."

"LEED(R-NC Platinum Rating" means that a Building or other Project that has eared 52-
69 points as such points asdefied in the LEED(R Stadad entitled "LEED(R for New
Constrction & Major Renovations" as amended and supplemented, and has satisfied all
prerequisites as specified therein, thus meeting a "Platinum Leve1."
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ENERGY STARTM _is hereby defined as those products which meet the energy efficiency
stadards set fort by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the

U.S. Deparment of Energy for compliance with its ENERGY STAR(R program.

2. Application ofLEED(R-NC Green Building Rating System to Municipal Projects

(a) The "Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED(R) Green Building
Rating System and guidelines are herein incorporated by reference, as amended and
supplemented, and as may be found by contacting the U.S. Green Building Council,
1015 18th Street, N.W., Suite 508, Washington, DC 20036, and as are on file with the
Office of the City Clerk for the City of Jersey City.

(b) Subject to sections (e) and (f) below, there is hereby adopted as the minimum

stadad for each Muncipal Project the LEED(R-NC Silver Rating. For all such
Muncipal Projects, A LEED(R Accredited Professional must certifY each Muncipal
Project as having achieved, at a minimum, thé LEED(R-NC Silver Rating.

(c) Subject to sections (e) and (f) below, all Municipal Projects must, in their design and
constrction, ear the U.S. EPA's Energy Sta™ Building Labe1.

(d) Except where waived pursuat to sections (e) and (f) below, specifications and terms
for all bids, contracts, or ageements for those Muncipal Projects which require
public ádvertisement for bids under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A.

40A: 11-1 et. seq, shall be modified to require adherence at a minum to the
LEED(R-NC Silver Rating, and ENERGY STARTM Building Label requirements
above.

(e) The Chief Architect of the City of Jersey City shall review each Muncipal Project
and determine whether or not the total cost of adherig to the LEED(R-NC Silver
Rating and achieving the ENERGY STARTM Building label on that project shall
exceed by 20 % of the cost anticipated in the absence ofthe LEED(R and ENERGY
STARTM requirements, in which case he or she shall recommend to the Business
Admnistrator of the City of Jersey-City such modifications for amendments to the
Project necessar to assure that the costs remain within the amount appropnated for
such Project, up to and including waiver of the LEED(R-NC Silver Rating

requirement, the ENERGY STARTM Building Label Requirement or both.

(f) Where cost of the Project's adherence to the LEED(R-NC Silver Rating and the

ENERGY STARTM Building Label Requirement exceeds by 20% of the cost
otherwse anticipated in the absence of its application, the Business Administrator is
hereby empowered to waive application of either or both requirements for the entire
project or for any specifications or portions thereof as he or she deems necessar and
appropnate.

(g) Where the Business Adminstrator has waived application ofLEED(R Silver Rating

or the ENERGY ST ÁRTM Building Label requirement pursuant to section (f) above,
A LEED(R Accredited Professional must certifY each Muncipal Project as having
achieved, at a minum, the LEED(R-NC Certified Rating.
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(h) The Business Administrator of the City of Jersey City shall select, from among the
next three muncipal projects, one project which will adhere to the LEED(R-NC-
Platinum Rating and achieve the ENERGY STARTM Building Requirement. That
Project will be viewed as a pilot Project and wil be evaluated by the City Chief
Architect who will make fuher recommendations to the Municipal Council of the
City of Jersey City, concerning the feasibility of application of the LEED(R Platinum
Rating to future muncipal projects.

3. Application of LEED(R-EB Green Building Rating System to Existing Municipal
Buildings

(a) Subject to sections (c) and (d) below, there is hereby adopted as the minimum
standard the LEED(R-EB Silver Rating. All existing municipal buildings must be
evaluated by a LEED(R Accredited Professiona to determine ifLEED Stadards may
be applied to achieve, at a minimum, the LEED(R-EB Silver Rating.

(b) The Chief Architect of the City of Jersey City, in consultation with Business

Administrator, shall determne the estimated cost of modifYng the existing muncipal
building and implementing the operational procedures necessar to achieve the

LEED(R-EB Silver Rating. -

(c) The Business Administrator may waive application ofthe LEED(R-EB Silver Rating
requirement for the Existing Muncipal Buildings where:

(i) The total estimated cost of modifYing the existing muncipal building and
devising and implementing the operational procedures necessar to achieve
the LEED(R-EB Silver Rating exceeds either 1 % of the Building's curènt
market value or $20,000.

(ii) Modification of the Existing Muncipal Building or implementation of

operational procedures necessar to achieve the LEED(R-EB Silver Rating
would be impracticable, or would matenally compromise the health safety,
or general welfare of the public.

(d) Where the Business Administrator has waived application of LEED(R-EB Silver
Rating requirement pursuant to section ( c) above, A LEED(R Accredited Professional
must evaluate each Existing Muncipal Building to determine if LEED Standads
may be applied to achieve, at a minimum, the LEED(R-EB Certified Rating.

(e) The Business Administrator may waive application of the LEED(R-EB Certified
Rating requirement for the Existing Muncipal Buildings where:

1. The total estimated cost of modifying the Existing Municipal Building

and devising and implementing the operational procedures necessar to
achieve the LEED(R-EB Certified Rating exceeds either 1 % of the
Building's curent market value or $20,000.

11. Modification of the Existing Muncipal Building or implementation of
operational procedures necessar to achieve the LEED(R-EB Certified
Rating would be impracticable, or would matenally compromise the
health, safety, or general welfare of the public.
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(1) Exemption for Historic Buildings. The provisions of ths section shall not apply to
any Historic Building; however, green building strategies should be employed where
possible.

A. All ordinances and pars of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

B. The City Clerk shall have this ordinance codified and incorporated in the official copies of
the Jersey City Code.

C. This ordinance shall take effect at the earliest possible time provided by law.

D. The City Clerk and the Corporation Counsel may change any chapter numbers, aricle
numbers and section numbers if codification of this ordinance reveals a confict between
those numbers and the existing code, in order to avoid confsion and possible accidental
repealers of existing provisions.

NOTE: All material is new, therefore underlining is omitted.
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APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM APPROVED:

APPROVED:
Busine AdministtorCorporation Counsel

Certification Required 0

Not Required 0



TITLE:

Ordiance of the City of Jersey City, N.J.
Ord.09-001ORDINANCE NO. ~ J E.RSJ?

.3..A. JAN i 4 2009 L/.A. a ERSEY p.'A 0t Bù ~Ordinance adopting sustainable Green Building Standards
for city owned buildings and municipal projects in the City
of Jersey City.

-

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE ON INTRODUCTION i A ,. 1 ?nni R.O
COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPER"'ON AYE NAY N.V.

SOTTOLANO vi GAUGHAN ,/ BRENNAN ,/
SPINELLO ./ FULOP ./ FLOOD ,/
LIPSKI Ae 5ErJ ., RICHARDSON i/ VEGA, PRES. ,/

.I Indicates Vote N.V.-Not Voting (Abstain)

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE TO CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING

COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V.

SOTTOLANO GAUGHAN BRENNAN

SPINELLO FULOP FLOOD

LIPSKI RICHARDSON VEGA, PRES.

.I Indicates Vote NV.-Not Votng (Abstain)

RECORD OF COUNCIL VOTE ON AMENDMENTS, IF ANY
-

COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V.

SOTTOLANO GAUGHAN BRENNAN

SPINELLO FULOP FLOOD

LIPSKI RICHARDSON VEGA, PRES.

.I Indicates Vote NV.-Not Vofig (Abstain)

RECORD OF FINAL COUNCIL VDTE

COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V. COUNCILPERSON AYE NAY N.V.

SOTTOLANO GAUGHA~ BRENNAN

SPINELLO FULOP FLOOD

LIPSKI RICHARDSON VEGA, PRES.

.I Indicates Vote N.V.-Not Voting (Abstain)

Adopted on first reading of the Council of Jersey Cit, N.J. on
JAN i 4 2009

Adopted on second and final reading after hearng on

This is to certif that the foregoing Ordinance was adopted by
the Municipal Council at it meeting on

APPROVED:

Maran Vega, Jr., Council President

Date:
Robert Byrne, Cit Clerk

APPROVED:

*Amendment(s):

JerramiahT. Heal, Mayor
Date

Date to Mayor
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