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OF
SUSTAINABLE LAND.USE PRACTICES

WHEREAS, the City of Jersey City is committed to the continued improvement of our
land use practices and planning policies and will diligently pursue refining the balance

between economic, environmental and social needs in order to provide the highest
possible quality of life for all inhabitants and visitors of our City; and

WHEREAS, the City pledges to promote the principles of smart growth, implement

" green building design, requirs the construction of a range of housing choices‘and '
densities, implement the creation of walkable neighborhoods, encourage the expansion
and use of mass transit and sustainable transportation choices, and seek the preservation
and protection of open space that can be used for ecological, recreational and agricultural
purposes; and

‘ WHEREAS, this resohition reflects the City of Jersey City’s comniiﬁne:nt to sustainaﬁle
land use practices and many other City policics that endeavor to insure that our direction
forward is one that embodies changes toward a more sustainable approach to healthy
lifestyles, reduced consumption, environmental stewardship, and education; and

WHEREAS, until recently, Green was seem as an alternative. Now, it is synonymous
w1th what it means to design and live responsibly; and

WHEREAS, miore and more people of Jersey City are growing vegetables and buying.
local produce in farmers markets, They are choosing to recycle and reduce consumption.
The City seeks to support these trends and make these more sustamable opttons readily
available to them throughout the community; and

WHEREAS, we seek to empower people with City sponsored and community based
environmental initiatives and to give them the tools they need to make effective choices;
and '

WHEREAS, we seek to unplement local change at all levels of society. We are hopeful
that it will spread and lead to meaningful global contributions of environmental
stewardship; and d

WHEREAS, we have found that many existing sustainable practices of the City have
been refined and many more implemented as a result of our participation in the
Sustainable Jersey Certification Initiative underway;
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the City of Jersey City resolvesto
take the followmg steps regardmg land use and environmental policy to become a model

' sustainable community, AND FURTHER RESOLVES THAT, these principles be

included in the next master plan revision and reexamination report, zoning ordinance up-
date, natural resource mventory, and other appropriate ordinances in order to achieve the
following goals:

- Regional Cooperation We pledge to reach out to adrmmstranons of our neighboring-

municipalities concemmg land-use decisions, and to take into conmdemtlon regional

" impacts when making land-use decisions.

> Currcntly underway is a Connectivity Study between J ersey City and the City of
Hoboken, It was initiated by both Cities to coordinate the rcdcvelopment plans
located on the boundary of each and to identify recommendations to improve the
connectxvny of the street grid betwecn them, with the Iofty goal of reversing over -
100 year of d:sconnected planning. ' '

Transportatmn Cholces We pledge to create transportatlon choices with a COmplete '
Streets approach by considering all modes of transportation, including; walking, biking,
mass transit and automobiles, when planning transportation projects and reviewing
development applications. We will reevaluate our parking with the goal of limiting the. ’
amount of required parking spaces, promoﬁhg shared parking and other innovative
parking alternatives, and encouraging structutad parking alternatives wherc appropnale

> The Jersey City Plannmg Board recemly adopted an award - winning complete
Streets Master Plan Clrculanon Element, known as Jersey City Mobility 2050. It will
guide the formation of policy and investment in the City’s multi-modal n'ar_xsﬁonatipn
network, including light rail, PATH, bus, ferrjr,jimey, bicycle facilities, sidewalks
and roadways, in order fo meet current needs and to support anticipated
redevelopment, R

> The Land Development Ordinance and redevelopment plans of the City al@y

have restrictions on parking. Some are as follows: Ma:umum Parking limitations
on new development instead on Minimums; permitting and sometimes requiﬁil.g o
shared parking usage, even betweeu different properties; accommodatmg and
sometimes requm_ug the use of car sharmg services, such as Z1p Car or Hertz;
requiring bike parking and storage, and structurcd parking. There are some

, . districts throughout the City where surface parla.ng is prohxbxted and the garage
structure must be completely ringed wrth and hidden by the principal use.

K .
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Natural Resource Protection - We pledge to take action to protect the natural resources

of the State for environmental, recreational and agricultural value, avoiding or mitigating

- negative impacts to these resources. Further, we pledge to complete 2 Natural Resources
Inventory when feasible to identify and assess the extent of our natural resources and 1o
link natural resou:ce management and protecnon to carrymg capacity analysxs land-use - -

and open space planning.

» The City of Jersey City has launched a city-wide Agricultire Initiative that .

mcorporatcs commumty gardens, school gardens and environmental clubs, local
colleges, food cooperatives, community supported agncu]ture and farmers -
market to create a cohesive network of partners that will equahz:: food security
and access for all Jersey City residents. It will also foster environmental
education, hea]ﬂa_éducaﬁon,. communitjr building, and economic and
environmental revitalization. All of the partners and the efforts of the Agriculture
Initiative will be-connected through Green Maps, an onliné Google Maps based
- community, where residents and participants alike will be able to access and share
mformatlon in a very user fnendly and readily available format.

» The City, the rc@cvclopmcnt agency, and commumty parm_crs has applied for, .

funding to construct and operate two hydroponic greenhouses along with 250
grow boxes adjacent 1o a neighborhood shopping center and Light Rail Station, in
‘one oxermey City’s most food insecure neighi;orhoods_. 'Fopd grown here will be
distributed by a local cooperative food group with a special focus on providing - :
fresh produce to local food.paqtries,. banks, senior centers, and low-income
housing projects. Additionally, the greenhouses will be used as educational and
employment u‘ajhing centers for ex-éonvicts and students. ;

> The Clty will revise and xmplement innovative zoning regulauons for the

facilitation of urban agnculture throughout the cny

> The Cﬁy does and will conunue to work with local colleges to expand their urban

environmental dcgrcc program and make mtemsh.lps available thhm all aspects
cx1stmg Open Space Element of the Mastcr Plan usmg college GIS clasm,
college interns, and the Green Map application in pamwrshlp with the Planmng
Department and Envmnmcntal Comn:ussmn

> The City will prepare aNatural Resourccs Inventoxy in collaboration with its

Environmental Com:mssxon and Planning Department; and will use the database
1o create rﬂcommendanons for land use. boards and the Land Development
Ordinance Master Plan,
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Mix of Land Uses - We pledge to use our zoning power to allow for a mix of residcm:iai,
_ ' retail, commercial, recreational and other land use types in areas ﬁatmake the most sense
for our municipality and the region, particularly in downtown and town center areas.

- » Jersey City actively pu.rsued and was awarded a Transfer of Development nght
Smart Growth Grant from the former Office of Staté Planning and has been
working toward bemg the first large scale urban center-of New Jersey to adopt a

‘ TDR Ordinance. The City is under tremendous development pressure and
recognizes the value of TDR as a sustainable zoning tool.

» All new zone dlstricts and new redevelopment' plans utilize Form Based Zoning
 and incorporate the principles of New Urbanism. Our zoning permits maximum
i ~ flexibility by allowing varied land uses to be mixed throughout the new zone, but
: it requires the new development to incorporate ground floor retail, public streets,
and pubiic‘ open spaces as required pfoject components in specific locations.

‘Housing Options - We pledge, through the use of our zoning and revenue geheraﬁng )
* powers, to foster a diverse mix of housing types and locations, including single- and -~
multi-family, for-sale and rental options, to meet the needs of all people at a range of

income levels. *

S The C1ty of Jersey City has a diverse collecnon of housmg types and affordabmty
levels, We intend to continue with this dwemxty movmg forward.

Green Design - We pledge to m(;_orpomtc the principles of grecn design and ren.éwablé_'
energy generation into municipal buildings fo the extent feasible and when updating our
site plan and subdivision rcqmrements for residential and commcmal bmldmgs

% The City currently has a green ordinance to expedxtc penmitting for a]l bmldmg )
that have characteristics or components tha.t minimize their environmental unpact
and has been successful in obtammg innovative bullclmg componcnts asa rcsult

> As z,onmg standards are revised for defercnt zor_tes of redevelopment areas of the
City, new design and constritction practices, within the jurisdiction of a zoning
document, that reduce.or eliminate the negative impact of buildings and )
development on the envzmnmcnt a.nd occupants are mcorporatcd ‘

» TheCityi 15 currently seekmg partnership with Rutgers Center for Green Bmidmg
to allow their Model Gréen Buildings Manual to br: tested on several of the new
. pnvately developed waterfront mmed use projects.
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Maunicipal Facilities - We pledge to take into consideration factors such as walkability, -
bikability, and greater access to public transit, proximity to other land-use types, and
open space when locating new or relocated municipal facilities.
> Recent municipal facilities have been within existing walkable neighborhoods
served by mass transit. They are also designed to be LEEDS compliant. The City
has retained a LEEDS certified architect to evaluate and design all new municipal
~ facilities to insure compliance.
o oA
' Robert D. Cotter, Planning Director
Division of City Planning
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Adopted.; a meeling o‘fg\mnkﬂpai Council of the City of Jersey City N.J. é

Pater M. Brennan, President of Council Robert Byme, Clty ﬁerk




